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Sustainability 2023

We conducted a waste 
audit and renewed our 
waste management 
approach at the factory 
to systematically 
increase recycling and 
recovery rates.

Westartedtooffsetthe
emissions we generate. 
We use the Finnish 
compensation service 
Hiilipörssi for this 
process. 

Welaunchedourfirst
completely plastic-free 
individual packaging 
line. All the Petite 
collection packaging is 
now plastic free.

Goodbye 
plastic

At our factory Sectomo, 
we invested in improving 
material and operational 
efficiencyandairquality.
We made plans for a 
new type of sorting line 
andamoreefficientdust
extractor in 2023 and 
installed them in January 
2024.

Factory 
update

All our electricity for the 
factoryandheadoffice
is now generated from 
renewable sources.

Renewable 
electricity

Waste 
solutions

We continued work on 
Life Cycle Assessment 
(LCA) for all our products 
according to the EN 
15804 standard (simgular). 
Third-partyverification
and the preparation of 
Environmental Product 
Declarations (EPDs) is 
currently under way, with 
expected publication in 
2024. 

Life Cycle
Assesment

Giving 
back

These six concrete actions 
were the highlights of our 
sustainability work in 2023.

Highlights



1 Roots Our lamps are designed and 
manufactured to stand the test of 
time. They are made to last from 
generation to generation. New models 
are carefully considered before being 
added to our collection.

Get to know Secto Design’s nature. 
Sustainability is in our DNA.



1 Roots

Timeless  wooden 
lighting with a  
Scandinavian feel

The story of Secto Design started back in 1995 when 
entrepreneur Tuula Jusélius and architect Seppo Koho 
began collaborating on innovative wooden furniture. 
Soon they realised that there were no wooden lamps 
on the market so the iconic Secto 4200 pendant was 
born.Todaythelightingcollectioncomprises30differ-
ent models.

Sustainability has been at the core of Secto Design since 
the very beginning. We have always valued sustainable 
birch, Finnish handcraft, timeless design and premium 
quality–andwewillcherishtheminthefuturetoo.

Our mission
Our mission is to enhance spaces with 
warmth and ambiance through our 
timeless and sustainable lamps that 
can last for generations thanks to their 
classicdesignandpremiumquality.

Secto Design at a glance
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1 Roots Foreword

For Secto Design, sustainability has always been a 
core principle. We have believed in resourcefulness 
and  frugality since my mother started Secto Design 
almost 30 years ago.

Today, it is more important than ever to think sus-
tainably,tofindnewwaysofdoingthingsandtoact 
and be able to  verify and evaluate the results and 
 impacts. These three principles are the founding 
 pillars of all our work. 

Wehave,asasmallcompany, investedasignificant
amount of time and resources in working more sus-
tainably and I am proud of our personnel and their 
achievements. We are now nearing a watershed 
momentwherewe,forthefirsttime,willbeabletosee
the full impact of our products and production, thanks 
to the thorough Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) that has 
been done over the past two years. 

This report brings together our continuous work and 
new initiatives to maintain and improve our perfor-
manceacrossthedifferentperspectivesofsustain-
ability. 

Think, act, verify
“Ecological is economical” – that is something that 
we at Secto Design have always believed in. In recent 
years, we have invested a significant amount of time and 
resources in working more sustainably.

J O A K I M  J U S É L I U S

Second-generation entrepreneur at Secto Design

We remain positive and committed to taking a holistic 
approach to all the challenges we face together glob-
ally. It is critical to continue innovating and breaking 
newgroundaswefindourselvesinaneraofclimate
instability and uncertainty. 

By gaining a broader understanding of our impacts 
through our sustainability work, we have found and 
hopetocontinuetoseemanybenefits,bothtangible
and intangible, such as cost reduction, waste minimi-
sation and improved risk management. Naturally, it is at 
the design and production stages where key decisions 
concerning  sustainability and ecological responsi bility 
are made.

I hope you can take some time to get to know our sus-
tainability work described in this report, and feel free to 
getintouchifanyquestionsarise.

See how we think, act and verify, page 13.
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Secto Design is founded on a deeply rooted passion 
for timeless design. Our dedication to stay true to our 
roots is also our cornerstone for continuous growth 
inaworldoffastchangingtrendsandmarketfluctu-
ations.   We strengthen our brand through innovation 
andcontinuousdevelopment,andalwaysofferlamps
ofpremiumqualitythatlastthroughgenerations.

Lighting 
the way

• Useverified,up-to-date
data to identify priorities 
and opportunities 

• Makeinformed
decisions

T H I N K

• Settargetsandgoals
to boldly but realistically 
minimise harmful 
impacts 

• Innovateandinvest
green, commit to 
sustainable innovation 
and investing in green 
solutions to maximise 
positive impacts

A C T V E R I F Y

• Continuouslygather
data on own materials, 
processes and suppliers 
and work to align 
methods with international 
standards and best 
practices

• Measureimpactsanduse
the data to gain a up-to-
date understanding of our 
actions

T H I N K
A

C

TV
E

R
IF

Y

Sustainability has always been a part of the company 
mindset, and today it is at the center of our business. 
We truly believe the right and only way to do business 
is to ensure long-term growth and minimise our im-
pact on the planet.

Transparency and honesty are at the forefront of 
 every thing we do. We are documenting all our pro-

cesses and impacts and use verified data on im-
pacts to gain insight in our actions. Over the past 
two years, we have restructured our data manage-
ment approach, and collated data on our supplies, 
 suppliers, products, and production. This investment 
will allow us to make meaningful and impactful de-
cisions on materials, supply chains and production 
methods in the future.

1 Roots Sustainability strategy
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Let it grow

Althoughweareonlynowpublishingourfirstsustainabilityreport,sustainabilityhasbeenanintegral
part of Secto Design’s DNA since the very beginning. That is why we outline our sustainability journey 
as a birch tree. Our roots have not changed over the years but create a permanent foundation for 
everything we do. The actions of the trunk over the years have brought us to this day, and the ever-
growingbranchesreflectSectoDesign’sdevelopmentprojectsoverthepastyears.

Handcraft Waste minimising Timeless design ExcellentqualityLocal productionBirch material

Longevity

Continuous improvement

Transparent production 
in our own hands

1 Roots Our sustainability tree

Product 
development

Verify and 
communicate

Energy Our people

Packaging 
development

Production 
development

Product development
• The continuous improvement of lighting technology: becoming more 
energy-efficientbyadoptingnewtechnologies

• Smart planning of material use integrated into the design process
• Taking into account overall impacts over product life as part of 

design process

Packaging development
• Reduction in the use of plastic in packaging
• Green investments in startups Paptic and Woamy: alternative wood-

based materials to plastic packaging

Production development
• Waterjetcutter2019:betterresourceandenergyefficiency
• Electric forklift 2023: replacing diesel forklift 
• Sandingmachine2023:lesswasteandbetterenergyefficiency
• Dustextractor2024:betterairqualityandenergyefficiency
• Sorting line spring 2024:reducingwasteformaterialefficiency

Our People
• Workplace safety and ergonomy
• Flexible employment options  
• Education and training
• Equality
• Employee health and wellbeing

Energy
• Allelectricityatthefactoryandheadofficefromrenewablesources
• Owngeothermalheatingatheadoffice
• Upcoming investments: geothermal heating and solar panels for the 

factory

Verify and communicate
• PEFCcertifiedwoodonly
• LifeCycleAssessment&EPDs:quantifyingandverifyingtheimpactsofour

products and processes 
• Carbon footprinting 
• Carbonoffsettingstarted

Secto  Design 
 sustainability 
tree



16 17

Oureffortsandimpactareashavebeenalignedwith
the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
and serve as a guideline for how we conduct our 
business and set our goals.

We have chosen to base our upcoming targets on 
specific prioritised Sustainable Development Goals
that best capture our most impactful areas. Secto 
 Design acknowledges that there are targets that we 
havenotprioritisedthatareaffectedbyourbusiness.
However, we have aimed at identifying the targets 
where we can change and impact the most. We aim 
toproducepremium-qualitylampsthataremadewith
fully sustainable raw materials coming from a healthy 
and diverse ecosystem that encourages responsible 
consumption and minimises waste. 

On the next page there is a list of the prioritised SDGs 
withthespecificidentifiedtargetsandgoals.

Sustainable 
Development 
Goals 

The Secto Design SDG 
focus areas are marked with (F)

1 Roots Secto Design SDGs

• Wepreventworkplaceillnessandaccidents,aimingforzero
occupational injuries, and contribute positively to the wellbeing 
of our people. 

• Wewanttoberecognisedasaninclusiveandequal
opportunities workplace. 

• Weincreasetransparencythroughoutoursupplychainand
requiregoodworkconditionsforall.

 3  Good Health and Well-Being
 5  GenderEquality
 8   Decent Work and Economic 

Growth

• Wereplaceallfossilfuelsinproductionwithrenewablesby2025.
• Wemeasure,reduceandcommunicateourproductand

organisational carbon footprints. 
• Ourcarbonfootprintwillbereducedbyatleast50%by2028.

 7  AffordableandCleanEnergy
  13   Climate Action

• Wecommunicatetransparentlyandbroadlyabouthowwework
for a sustainable tomorrow.  

• By2025weaimtohaveestablishedEPDsforeachofour
products that enable us to systematically identify means of 
reducing our environmental impacts. 

• By2025wewillrecycleatleast50%ofourwasteandby2028
wewillreducetheproductionwasteforeachmodelby10%.

  12   Responsible Consumption and 
Production

• Wecontinuetousesustainablygrownbirchwoodfromcertified
Finnish forests.

• Wereducetheuseofplasticinourproductspecificpackagingby
80%byendof2025.

• Weidentifywhereourlargestimpactsonbiodiversityarebytheend
of2025.Wewillsystematicallyworktofindwaysofreducingthese
impacts. 

  14  Life below Water
  15   Life on Land

(F) (F)

(F)(F) (F)

(F) (F) (F)



Secto Design value chain

1 Roots Value chain

End-of-life disposal

Transport

Deconstruction

Use

Distribution & 
installation

Production

Transport

Upstream products

Resource extraction

Recycling & other 
waste processing

Recycling & 
other waste 
processing

Recycling & 
other waste 
processing 

End-of-life 
disposal

End-of-life 
disposal

WASTE

USER

PRODUCTION

PURCHASES

Natural 
resources
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Value chain 
priorities
Concerning resource extraction, we have implemented a  policy on 
thenon-useof conflictminerals andwill reviewall ourpurchases
against it. 

Weworkwithourfirst-tiersupplierstoincreasetheoveralltraceability
in the supply chain beyond tier 1. We will continue to favor local part-
ners and sustainable raw materials, as we have done from the incep-
tion of our company.

We will reduce fossil-based, non-biodegradable plastic in our packag-
ing. We have invested in two startups that have developed alternative 
materials to plastic packaging, see page 34.

For inbound and outbound factory logistics, we actively select part-
nersthathavechosentooffsettheirCO2 emissions.

In production, our focus is on increasingmaterial efficiency,which
includes investment, waste management and training, and improving 
on-site waste management through continuous monitoring, training 
and new collection bins. We use renewable energy at the sites we 
own. We also focus on sustainable chemical management, including 
substitution,riskreduction,minimisationofquantitiesandtraining.

In sales and marketing, we aim to reduce business travel where feasi-
bleandwilloffsettheemissionsfromallflightsto150%.

We want to encourage our customers to act for the environment. Our 
packaging material choices are already reducing packaging waste 
and we are developing focused online guidance for how to reuse and 
recycle packaging.

Secto Design lamps are made to last from generation to  generation 
so we want to encourage consumers to prioritise longevity and avoid 
end-of-life disposal. We will provide online instructions for mainte-
nance and reusing, recycling and sorting the products correctly at the 
end of their life.

Purchases & 
transport 

Production, sales & 
marketing

Installation, use & 
end-of-life

Created to last  

“Longevity has been the baseline of our design 
from the beginning. We manufacture classic 
lamps that last from one generation to another 
and take a stand against throw-away culture. 
Shortly after our establishment, I read an article 
that said that our lamp was a born classic. That 
is when I felt we had succeeded.”

T U U L A  J U S É L I U S , founder of Secto Design

1 Roots Value chain



2 People Secto Design lamps are responsibly manufactured in our 
own factory in Heinola, Finland. The lamps are handmade 
by skilled carpenters with meticulous attention to detail. 
Secto Design is a family business. Our employees work 
in a modern, ergonomic and safe environment where 
everyone knows each other by name. 

Take a look at our factory 
and our employee policies.
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Finnish 
handcraft
All Secto Design lamps are made by 
hand – and those hands belong to the 
invaluable craftspeople that work at our 
factory, Sectomo, in Finland. We focus on 
our people as their safety and wellbeing 
are paramount. 

A word from the factory

“I feel valued at work and 
know that my ideas and views 
matter. I like the fact that we can 
develop our working methods 
and put our ideas forward. For 
example, I have built additional 
shelves on an aerial work 
platform to make storing tools 
easier. I enjoy working here as I 
can constantly develop myself 
and my skillset.”

O T T O  R U U T T U L A

Multi-skilled worker who knows water 
jet cutting, woodworking machines 
and lamp-shade assembling 

2 People Factory

Social responsibility
In the turmoil of globalisation, we have decided to stay 
in Finland. It is a matter of values for us. Our decision 
to establish our factory in Heinola village, has had a 
considerable positive impact on the area both socially 
and economically. In addition to our own personnel, 
the factory in Heinola utilises a network of  local sup-
pliers and subcontractors making the factory’s eco-
nomicimpactsignificantalsoonalargerscale.
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2 People Factory

Workplace safety
Our safety plan and work instructions are based on 
EU and national law and best practice. Work at our 
factory is performed according to the company’s safe-
ty plan, and all our carpenters have completed com-
prehensivefiresafetyandfirstaidtraining.

Themachineryisinspected,certifiedandmaintained
regularly and our carpenters are thoroughly trained 
in their use. Theuseof protective equipment is su-
pervised. Our modern, efficient dust extractor and
optimally adjusted air humidity remove sawdust from 
work areas and keep the air fresh to breathe.

Internal policies
Operating in Finland, strict labour force policies are 
self- evident to us. As we have become a global com-
pany, we want to be transparent in all our actions. Our 
internal policies will be published in 2024, including 
our code of conduct, equal opportunity and anti-
slavery policies. 

Diversity and inclusion
We want to maintain a diverse and inclusive work 
environment. Our employees form a diverse group 
of professionals of different ages, genders, and
backgrounds.

A word from the factory

“We have a relaxed work 
community where humour 
flourishes.Mycolleaguesare
always there to help when I 
need it. This is a safe working 
environment where I know 
everyone and can be exactly 
who I am. I have hence 
decorated my workplace to be 
sparkling and colourful.”

S I I R I  N E N O N E N

Lamp shade assembler

Our employees 
form a diverse group 
of professionals.
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A word from the factory

”Manufacturing lamps is the 
perfect job for my pedantic 
nature. I am more precise 
than the sun. The sanding 
machine, for example, can be 
adjusted with an accuracy of 
one hundredth of a millimetre. 
I take pleasure in making sure 
that everything is just right. It is 
important to constantly monitor 
thequalityofthematerialand
notice any variations. Everyone 
here takes pride in their work. 
Thequalitythatleavesourdoor
is the best there is.”

J O U K O  V I N K K A

Multi-skilled worker who operates the 
sanding machine and water jet cutter 
and also works in the ring workshop.

2 People Factory

We have decided to 
stay in Finland. It is a 
matter of values for us.

Employee wellbeing
At the factory, the employees’ wellbeing is taken 
careof.Wehaveawellequippedonsitegymand
offer free physiotherapy for our personnel. At the
head office, we provide pilates sessions once a
week. All employees are insured and all are part of 
the company health care plan.

Education & training
We provide continuous professional development 
for our personnel. In order to maintain and improve 
the high level of expertise, we provide training op-
portunitiesbothforcarpentersandofficepersonnel
whenneededorrequested.



Our design lamps are made from premium, 
certifiedFinnishbirch,arenewable,carbon-
binding material. Every piece of this precious 
materialisutilisedasefficientlyaspossible.
We have invested in new recyclable packaging 
innovations to further lower our carbon footprint.

3  Wood 
Here are the  fundamentals of our  
essential  material and new investments.



Birch is 
our valuable 
asset

Did you know this about 
birch in Finland?
• Aftertheiceage,birchwasthe
firstdominanttreeinthenorthern
hemisphere.

• Youcaneatit(xylitol),drinkit(birch
sap), use it for baskets, sauna 
whisks, etc.

3 Wood Our birch

All our lamps are handmade from this 
strong and resilient local material. 

We use Finnish birch that come from 
PEFCcertified forests.Programmefor
theEndorsementofForestCertification
schemes (PEFC) is an international 
scheme to promote the sustainable use 
of forests.

The Finnish Forest Act includes 
the obligation to regenerate 
forest after felling either naturally 
or by cultivation. The Forest 
Actrequiresthatafter15years,
a felling site in central Finland 
has at least 1100 trees with 
growth potential per hectare 
when growing predominantly 
deciduous trees.

*Based on averages from a range 
of measures as given by supplier.

 1   The tops and branches 
are used for cellulose or 
energy.

 2   The log is used for wood 
products. We use the 
highest-qualitypartsofthe
birchtree,meaning5–10%
of the log, and the rest 
goes to other producers.

 3   Some of the logging 
residues are left on the 
ground to decompose as 
they release vital nutrients 
into the soil. 

Utilisation of birch

 1

 2

 3

The birch we use*

60

1,2Circumference

20

650

Age

Height

Density 

years

meters

meters

kg/m3

Hirvensalmi

Lahti
Salo

FINLAND

From the local woods
173 km is the average 
distance from the 
forest to the veneer 
factory (Koskisen Oyj, 
Hirvensalmi, 92 km 
from our factory). From 
the veneer factory, the 
veneers are sent directly 
to our subcontractors for 
thermal form-pressing at 
Salo (326 km away) and 
Lahti (130 km away) to 
minimise transport. 

Heinola
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Woamy

Wood-based, plastic-free, 
biodegradable and recyclable 
biofoam produced by Woamy will 
replace the plastic foams that are 
used to protect metal parts from 
scratches during transportation.

Paptic

Renewable, recyclable and wood-based at-scale 
Paptic material will replace the plastic protective 
pouches and other low-density polyethylene 
(LDPE) packaging. Its carbon footprint from 
cradletogateisabout50%ofthatoftraditional
material and it can be recycled with paperboard.

Investing in 
wood-based 
packaging 
 innovations

We believe in sustainability actions that target the 
source of environmental impacts. We have accord-
ingly invested in two startups that have developed 
alternative materials to plastic packaging, Paptic and 
Woamy, as we want to be involved at an early stage 
in these cutting-edge innovations.

We are proud to report excellent results in terms of 
being able to replace existing plastic packaging with 
more sustainable alternatives. The packaging of our 
Petite product line has been completely plastic free 
from February 2024. We are also preparing to make 
the packaging of our other lamps recyclable and align 
them with the principles of the circular economy.

Making two pouches from Paptic material creates the 
same amount of CO2 emissions as making one plastic 
pouch from LDPE. Paptic pouches are renewable and 
wood-based, whereas LDPE plastic pouches are made 
from fossil raw materials.

Halving CO2 
emissions

3 Wood Wood-based packaging



We want to lead the way in sustainable 
lighting manufacturing. We are 
constantly looking for new ways to 
reduce our environmental impact. We 
baseourplansonverifiedfactsand
share the impacts of our actions.

4 LCA 
It is time to shed light on our 
Life Cycle Assessment figures. 



Life Cycle  Assessment 
of Secto Design  lamps

Our aim in conducting Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) 
for the Secto Design lamps is to assess and  verify the 
impacts that the manufacturing and use of each of 
our products has. We also want to understand where 
in the value chain these impacts occur. To ensure that 
ourLCAworkproducestransparent,verifiedanduse-
ful data for us and our customers, we have elected 
to use the latest version of the EN 15804 standard 
in addition to a well-known tool, SimaPro, and the 
 largest, most consistent and most transparent data-
base, Ecoinvent. The goal is to create a dynamic Life 
Cycle  Inventory in an accessible format. 

AnLCAquantifiesanddescribeshoweachproductis
made, used and disposed of. The environmental im-
pactofeachofthestepsinthevaluechainisquanti-
fiedfor15environmentalimpactsaswellasindicators
for energy and material use. By choosing to analyse 
manydifferenttypesofimpacts,wecanidentifywhich
ones are most relevant, and use this data to identify 
potential targets for change. Ultimately, the goal is to 
reduce our impacts. We will pursue this goal by fo-
cusing our efforts on two areas: thosewith the po-
tential for the biggest improvement and those where 
 changes are relatively easy to make.

This assessment was initiated in 2022 and has been 
a continuous and long process. First, we scanned all 
thetypesofinputs,outputsandmaterialflowsinthe
manufacturing system. Then we developed docu-
mentation forourproductionprocesses,equipment,
procedures, and materials. Now, we transfer inventory 
data from our ERP (enterprise resource planner) to the 
selectedLCAtool (SimaPro)toquantifyandanalyse
the impacts.  

The work has included several rounds of revisions, 
testing,andqualityassurance.Additionaldatafields
have been included in our ERP system so we can en-
sure that the relevant data is continuously up dated 
and reflects actual purchases and processes. This
way,wecanhaveatourfingertipsthedatarequired
to think and then act; i.e. make decisions and targeted 
investments. It will also ensure that LCA-relevant data 
is available for assessing updates, changes, and new 
products, as and when needed. 

The results of the LCA will be used to create Envi-
ronmental Product Declarations (EPDs) for all Secto 
Designmodels.TheEPDsareindependentlyverified
byaqualifiedauditorandwillbepublishedintheEPD
library later in 2024. The upcoming EPD’s will be ver-
ifiedbyViktorHakkarainenatCHMAnalyticsAB,an
Environdec-approvedindividualverifierofEPD’s.

4 LCA Life Cycle Assessment

LED technology
Secto Design champions the 
use of LED technology and 
recommends the use of LED 
bulbs for better luminosity and 
lower energy consumption.

38

https://www.environdec.com/resources/verifiers 
https://www.environdec.com/resources/verifiers 
https://www.environdec.com/resources/verifiers 
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Carbon data
We have calculated our carbon footprint since 
2020, starting with direct emissions, owned or 
controlled by Secto Design (Scope 1) and indirect 
emissions from purchased energy (Scope 2). For 
thefirsttwoyears,Scope3indirectemissionscal-
culation was limited to business travel. In 2022, 
we extended the scope of our CO2 footprint to 
 include the transport of waste from our Heinola 
production site and in 2023, we included distribu-
tion as well. 

Notes from our CO2 footprint
• TheyearsarenotcomparableasScope3hasbeenextended
   in 2023 to include distribution. 
• OurCO2 footprint was low in 2020 and 2021 due to coronavirus and travel restric-

tions. The rise in 2021 was mainly due to increased sales and cold winter.  
• Wereturnedto“normal”in2022,andincreasedbusinesstravelhadasignificant

impact on our overall CO2footprint.Weoffsetthisby150%.
• TheCO2 footprint of the electricity consumed increased in 2022 when our electricity 

supplier went bankrupt and we had to use non-green energy in the factory for a while.
• In2023,weeliminatedemissionsfromelectricityatthefactoryandheadofficeby
transitioningto100%renewableenergy.

Our actions to reduce our climate change impact
• Offsettingisatoolweusewhenwecannotreduce

our CO2footprint.Weareoffsettingallbusiness
travelby150%

• Topreventemissions,wehavechangedtorenew-
able energy and will invest in a new heating system 
based on geothermal energy combined with renew-
ableelectricity.Thiswillhappenin2024–2025.

• Asapartofourenergyrenovationprocess,wewill
install solar panels to create our own energy on site. 

We will continue to widen the scope of our reporting in order to gain a more 
comprehensive picture of our impact on the climate. In 2024, we plan to extend our 
reporting to include more Scope 3 emissions. These will be directly sourced from 
our work on the LCA of our products. This enables us to include downstream Scope 
3 emissions in our reporting, such as distribution, installation, use and end-of-life 
treatment of sold products, in addition to upstream emissions related to purchased 
goods, transport, distribution and the CO2 generated by waste from our own 
production.

Secto Design carbon footprint

 SCOPE 1  Fuel for vehicles
 SCOPE 1 Liquidgas
 SCOPE 1  Dry ice
 SCOPE 1  Fuel oil
 SCOPE 2  Electricity, market-based
 SCOPE 3  Business travel  
 SCOPE 3  Waste generated in operations
 SCOPE 3  Distribution 

tonnes

2023

31
the annual CO2 emissions of 31 Finns

317 tCO2 e =

Our carbon footprint 
in numbers

4 LCA Carbon data
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CurrentlyweareoffsettingourCO2 footprint from 
businesstravelby150%.WehaveusedtheFinnish
compensation service Hiilipörssi for this process. 

Hiilipörssi restores peatlands that have been 
modifiedbyhumanactivity,afterwhichthepeatlands
are permanently protected. Restoring peatlands 
increases biodiversity, cleans water bodies and 
balances the climate, as natural peatland stores on 
average ten times more carbon per hectare than any 
other ecosystem.

Protecting 
peatlands

4 LCA Offsetting



4 LCA Material content

Material 
content 
example

Product materials Packaging

70,8%Wood 11,9%Glue*

2,2%Metal 

15%Plastic 

99,27%Cardboard

0,73%Plastic

Octo Small 4241 
pendant lamp, birch
EU cabling
(excluding bulb) 

*The glue used in our lamps already meets the new and stricter EU standards on 
formaldehyde that will come into force in 2026 (EU Regulation 2023/1464).
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Waste 
management

In 2023, our factory in Heinola generated 
16tonnesofwasteintotal.Nearly40%
ofthiswasone-offbuildingwaste,main-
ly from renovating our loading bay. Our 
focus on waste sorting also produced 
2,5 tonnes of compost.

45%Recycled

1,5%Reused

28%Energy

25%Composted

Waste treatment 2023 
(excl. building waste)

During2023,we identifiedwasteasan
area for improvement. 

In the autumn, we reviewed our waste 
management and conducted a joint 
waste audit with our selected service 
provider. We wanted to identify means 
of increasing our reuse and recycling 
of materials. Generating transparent 
dataonourwasteamountsandflows
was another key consideration.

As a result, we identified several addi-
tional fractions that we can collect sepa-
rately and recycle. 

We have since updated our waste man-
agement approach and are now able 
to monitor not only our total waste, but 
also how well we separate the waste into 
differentwaste types for recyclingona
monthly basis. To support our staff in
putting the plan into practice, we have 
runatrainingsessionforallstaffandin-
stalled all new collection points and sort-
ing instructions. 

4 LCA Waste

9,9 t waste =
19
19 Finns produce the same amount of 
waste per year as our production in 2023 
(excluding building waste).

In 2024, our focus is on building a more 
detailed baseline of our waste manage-
ment and finding the areas where we
can do better. The goals for 2024 in-
cludereachinga50%recyclingrateand
reducing the waste volume per product 
madeby5%.

Based on the data for 2024, we will set 
furtherquantifiedgoalsforbothvolumes
and type of waste generated for 2025 
onwards in accordance with Global Re-
porting Initiative (GRI) reporting. What 
this means in practice is that we will 
continueoureffortstoidentifywherewe
can reduce the amount of waste already 
in our purchasing decisions and look for 
partners that help us reach our targets. 

Recycling 
and waste 
management
As a manufacturer of 
electric goods, Secto 
Design is responsible 
for the recycling and 
waste management 
of its products. The 
obligations of the 
European Union’s 
WEEE Directive are 
fulfilledtogetherwith
WEEE Europe AG and 
the SELT Association. 
As for recycling of 
the packages Secto 
Design manages 
its obligations in 
collaboration with 
Finnish Packaging 
Recycling RINKI LTD.
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Weproducephysicalitemsthatrequirephysicaltrans-
port to our customers. We work towards identifying 
means of reducing impacts created by logistics.

Choosing our logistics provider is the key to driving 
down the impact of distribution. Our main distributor, 
GLS,calculatesandoffsetsthecarbonfootprintofthe
distributionlogistics.GLSalsooffsetsallof itsfreight
internally. 
 
For the US market, we have rented a warehouse in 
 Miami in order to ensure that distribution in the US can 
bemadeasefficientlyaspossible.

We avoid airfreight whenever possible. It is used by 
special request or for certain oversees regionswhen
other alternatives are not an option.

Logistics

Strong boxes
Our boxes are really strong and can be 
used in many ways before recycling 
them. They work very well for storage, 
as moving boxes, as children’s toys or 
tobuildaplayhouse–imaginationisthe
only limit.

4 LCA Logistics

Our products 
travel globally.



There is a saying that 25 years is a quarter for a family business, 
and this applies to us too. We think about investments and 
make long-term plans for years and decades to come. 

The years since the pandemic have been volatile. It seems 
that 2024 is going to be another year full of uncertainties, with 
a looming global recession becoming a very real prospect. It 
is impossible for us to foresee the consequences of this for 
Secto Design but we cannot be unprepared.

We have had a backlog of repairs in our factory, so we have 
been innovating and continuing to invest in new machinery 
and equipment. We are investing more and more in our 
sustainability work and in communicating it. The LCAs give 
us a strong foundation and clear guidelines for our ongoing 
sustainability work and help us to improve. We are aiming for 
carbon negativity in five years at the latest. Many things are and 
will remain. We still want to make the world a more beautiful 
place, one lamp at a time. Now and 25 years from now.

Our quarter is 25 years

4 LCA Looking ahead
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